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NEWS RELEASE

September Celebrates Impact of Mentoring

Sarnia and Lambton County join communities across the country during the month of September in recognition of the important role Big Brother volunteers plays in the lives of children. The local Big Brother agency also celebrates serving children in the Sarnia-Lambton Community for 41 years!  This would not be possible without the many volunteers over the years who have contributed their time.

There are approximately 40 boys currently  waiting for the special friendship a Big Brother volunteer can offer.  An increasing number of children are growing up in single-parent households across the nation.  Often their needs are more than one person can meet.  The friendship offered through a Big Brother volunteer can help to fill the need.


Through the Big Brother friendship, children are often exposed to new opportunities but more importantly gain a sense of self worth.  For the Big Brother, the reward is knowing that they have made a difference – perhaps kept a boy from getting into trouble.  Most volunteers maintain that they receive more benefits from the relationship than they give. The knowledge that they are needed and the joys of the good times spent with their young friends make the experience one of the most valuable in their lives.


In addition to the Big Brother Program, there is also a Couples Program where spouses can volunteer their time together with a boy in a unique two-to one relationship.  The most important thing in any match is the friendship that  develops. Almost anything you enjoy doing, your Little Brother will enjoy doing with you.  Together the three of you can fly a kite, take in a movie, make dinner share a hobby or play sports.  You can share each other’s interests and develop new ones together.  Couples or Big Brothers with children may wish to include their Little Brother in some of the family activities.


Big Brothers of Sarnia-Lambton also hosts a variety of activities for matches who are interested.  A monthly newsbulletin keeps matches up to date about upcoming agency activities.


The agency’s In-School Mentoring Program matches boys and girls to men and women in the school for a fun-based friendship an hour each  week.  This program is only during the school year.  Individuals interested need to be available during school hours.


Big Brothers also has many volunteers behind the scenes who support the agency in other capacitities, from being Board members, Committee members or helping out at select activities.  The opportunities are endless.  Big Brothers has something for everyone!


For someone who would like to volunteer and make a difference in a child’s life call the Big Brother office at 336-0460.


Anyone interested in learning more about becoming a Big Brother or Couple match are encouraged to attend an Information Session on Thursday,  September 18th from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Big Brother Office at 193 George Street. Those who cannot attend are also welcome to stop by the Big Brother Office during regular office hours to acquire information on the Big Brother Program.


Big  Brother volunteers do make a difference!
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